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Understanding Brownfields & Brightfields

BROWNFIELDS
A “brownfield” is a property

where site redevelopment or
reuse may be complicated by the
presence or potential presence
of contamination. Common
brownfields include former
industrial sites, inactive landfills,
closed factories or power plants,
and abandoned mines.

BRIGHTFIELDS

A “brightfield” is a clean energy
project (typically solar) on a
brownfield. As of October 2024,
of the 624 brightfield projects
completed in the United States,
only 10 were in Colorado.

By the Numbers: The Potential of Brightfields in Colorado Acreage By Site Type

US EPA identified at least 2,585 Superfund, RCRA, brownfield, and landfill sites in Colorado that could be
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