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Background

This Template for Carbon Credit Procurement provides a consistent set of questions that buyers can use when
sourcing and conducting due diligence on carbon credit projects — regardless of project type, geography, or
scale — including jurisdictional carbon credit programs. The questions were developed to support Beyond
Alliance members in evaluating projects and to bring greater transparency, consistency, and comparability to the
buying process. This version includes procurement questions related to a) screening and fit, b) project diligence,
and c) financial and commercial review, with an appendix of additional questions that may be relevant for deeper
project diligence depending on methodology and project type.

The procurement questions were primarily informed by the RFPs of five leading carbon credit buyers
supplemented by 10 additional RFPs. Our team processed over 500 original data fields and harmonized them
into the 83 questions included in this template, aided by the expertise of over 20 reviewers across the carbon
market. The Template for Carbon Credit Procurement can be accessed through two formats:

- This document, containing all questions, plus an accompanying Excel sheet with all pick-list options

« An open-source HTML form, so intake can be customized according to buyer preferences

How to Use

The template is intended to be a flexible starting point, not a definitive or exhaustive list of all questions a buyer
should ask when conducting due diligence on a carbon credit project. This tool is not a mutually exclusive and
collectively exhaustive sorting of every diligence question, but rather a synthesis of the questions asked by the
voluntary carbon market’s most successful, influential, and innovative buyers.

Buyers should select, adapt, or supplement the questions as appropriate based on their procurement objectives,
portfolio criteria, internal requirements, risk tolerance, and diligence processes. Inclusion of a question means
that the question was asked consistently by successful buyers and has been identified as a useful area of inquiry
for procurement decisions. It does not mean that every question should be required in every procurement
process. Buyers should determine which questions are required, optional, conditional, or not applicable based
on their procurement strategy and available resources. Buyers may also use the questions as stand-alone RFP
prompts, as a guide for reviewing supporting project documentation during due diligence, or both. Additionally,
answer formats (listed below the question, with options where applicable) and word limits are suggestions,
especially for a digitized format, that can be adapted as necessary to suit the buyers’ data capabilities and
diligence processes.

We have included a list of complementary documents and uploads that are commonly asked of project
developers during the procurement process. Depending on which materials the buyer chooses to request or
require, some of the questions below may be fully or partially addressed by the submitted documentation.
Please note that RFP administrators should establish their own guardrails for sequencing questions related

to eligibility screening, project diligence, and the collection of confidential information. These questions are
intended to serve as a template for designing a buyer’s intake and diligence process; however, the scope of
data collected and analyzed ultimately remains at the discretion of the data provider and the RFP administrator.


https://rmi.org/download/36287/?tmstv=1789490364&v=36288
https://rmi.github.io/ccdf/demo/

Questions

Procurement Stage 1: Screening and Fit

Project Details

Relevance and Use

This section provides foundational information about the project, including its classification, crediting framework,
development status, ownership structure, mitigation approach, and key project dates. Buyers can use this
information to assess whether a project aligns with their procurement objectives, portfolio criteria, and internal
eligibility requirements.

These questions are particularly useful during early-stage screening and project comparison, helping buyers
understand the project’s maturity, chosen standards and methodologies, anticipated credit issuance timeline,
and legal ownership of generated credits. Buyers may choose to supplement this section with additional
questions when evaluating projects that use novel methodologies, are in early stages of development, involve
complex ownership arrangements, or require more detailed review of project activities and implementation
plans.

Complementary documents and uploads

Documentation commonly requested for this category may include the Project Design Document (PDD) or
equivalent plans, a feasibility study, project or organization overview materials such as a brochure or pitch
deck, the implementation plan, third-party assessments from a ratings agency or evaluation platform, and any
supplementary material offering additional project application information not included elsewhere.

Standardized questions and accompanying answer formats

1. What is the name of your project? (<10 words)
Free text

2. If applicable, provide your registry ID (e.g. VCS1234 or GS12345).
Free text (Alphanumeric)

3. If applicable, provide the URL link to your project’s website on the registry.
Free text

4. Select the project type
Multi Select Dropdown List
Recommendation: in the digitized version, we recommend including the enumerated answers under
‘project type’ finalized by the Carbon Data Open Protocol, alongside an ‘other’ option.

5. Select the crediting program (i.e. standards body / registry) you have selected for your project.
Single Select Dropdown List
Recommendation: in the digitized version, we recommend including the 43 enumerated answers under
‘crediting program’ as set forth by the Carbon Data Open Protocol, alongside an ‘other’ option.



https://github.com/Carbon-Data-Open-Protocol/Carbon-Data-Open-Protocol/blob/main/docs/CDOP%20Enumerated%20Values%20Lists.xlsx
https://github.com/Carbon-Data-Open-Protocol/Carbon-Data-Open-Protocol/blob/main/docs/CDOP%20Enumerated%20Values%20Lists.xlsx

6.

What methodology (i.e., protocol) are you using to quantify emissions for this project?

Multi-select Dropdown List

Recommendation: in the digitized version, we recommend including the project types as outlined by
the Article 6.4 nomenclatures and the Berkeley Carbon Trading Project’s Voluntary Registry Offsets
Database taxonomy, as finalized by the Carbon Data Open Protocol, alongside an ‘other’ option.

6a. What version of the methodology is being used to quantify emissions for this project? (<10 words)

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

Free text

If available, provide a URL link to the selected methodology.
Free text

What is the project status?

Single Select Dropdown

Pre-feasibility - the project has a concept note in place, no feasibility study started
Under feasibility - the project is securing financing or undergoing a feasibility study
Completed feasibility - the project has completed the feasibility study

Under development - listing in registry

Under validation - the project is undergoing the validation process

Validated - the project has been successfully validated

Under verification - project is undergoing verification

T@ ™o a0 oo

Verified and issuing — the project has completed verification processes and is actively issuing credits

Transferred - the project has completed validation and verification processes with another standard and
has been transferred over to the relevant standard

j. Completed — Project has finished issuing credits

k. Not Active - the project has been marked inactive by the relevant standard
Recommendations aligned with the Carbon Data Open Protocol, filtered for options which are relevant
to the procurement process.

What mitigation outcome does this project support?
Single Select Dropdown

a. Removal

b. Reduction/Avoidance

c. Mixed (removals and reduction/avoidance)

Provide a description of the project. Include an overview of the project’s activities and theory of change.
(<200 words)
Free text

Project start date: Fixed format - (mm/yyyy)
Crediting period start date: Fixed format - (mm/yyyy)
Crediting period end date: Fixed format - (mm/yyyy)

Indicate if any of the dates above are an estimation and give additional context. (<50 words)
Free text
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15. How does the technology/approach used in this project differ from other climate solutions? This may
include patents, patent applications, proprietary know-how, exclusive data, specialized expertise, or
other aspects. (<100 words)

Free text

16. Is the project, methodology, or chosen standard aligned with any additional certifications, market labels,
or initiatives (e.g. Verra ABACUS, CCP, Forest Stewardship Council, Biodiversity Standards, W+ or
similar)? If yes, describe the status and level of alignment. (<100 words)

Free text

Location Details

Relevance and Use

This section captures the geographic location of the project at the regional, national, and subnational levels.
Buyers can use this information to assess alignment with geographic procurement strategies, regional
diversification objectives, and jurisdiction-specific requirements or preferences. Buyers may choose to request
additional location-specific information when conducting more detailed due diligence, assessing jurisdictional
considerations, or evaluating projects operating across multiple locations.

Complementary Documents and Uploads

Documentation commonly requested for this category may include project location or boundary data, such as
GeoJSON, KML/KMZ files, zipped shapefiles, or equivalent materials; identified properties or parcels to date
for phased enrollment or expansion; and internal zoning areas, such as passive versus active restoration areas,
public versus private ownership areas, or land already enrolled, acquired, under negotiation, or identified.

Standardized Questions and Accompanying Answer Formats

17. In what region is your project located?
Multi Select Dropdown List
Recommendation: in the digitized version, we recommend using the 31 enumerated options under
‘Geographical Region’ in line with the Carbon Data Open Protocol’s recommendations.

18. In what country is your project located?
Multi Select Dropdown List
Recommendation: in the digitized version, we recommend using options from ISO 3166-1 alpha-3 country
code, in line with the Carbon Data Open Protocol’s recommendations.

19. In which country subdivision (state/province) is your project located?
Multi Select Dropdown List
Recommendation: in the digitized version, we recommend using the ISO 3166-2 country subdivision
codes, in line with the Carbon Data Open Protocol’s recommendations.
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Project Team and Partners

Relevance and Use

This section captures information about the organizations responsible for developing, implementing, financing,
owning, and supporting the project. Buyers can use this information to understand the roles, relationships, and
capabilities of the entities involved in project delivery. These questions are particularly useful for assessing
organizational capacity, governance, execution risk, and the experience of key project participants in carbon
markets and relevant sectors. Buyers may choose to request additional information when evaluating project
developers they are working with for the first time, complex project structures involving multiple entities, or
projects that require heightened commercial, operational, or legal due diligence.

Complementary Documents and Uploads

Documentation commonly requested for this category may include materials identifying the project developer,
supplier, implementing partners, investors, intermediaries, validators, verifiers, registries, or other entities
involved in project delivery.

Standardized Questions and Accompanying Answer Formats

20. Is the submitting organization the lead project proponent and the counterparty that would be signing an
offtake contract?
Single Select
Yes
No

21. What entity will have legal ownership of the credits produced by the project? Describe the relationship
between the project developer and this entity as applicable. (<50 words)
Free text

22. Describe the project developer’s core business or activity, product, or service offering. Include any
relevant project development experience, emissions reduction targets, clean energy targets, and/or any
relevant R/D focus. (<200 words)

Free text
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23. Use the table below to give identifying information for the organizations involved in this project.
Table

Identify Key Organizations

Add rows as necessary.

Key Legal Legal Type of | Country Organization |Name of Email of Yearsin Describe Describe
Organization |Name of Organization |of Legal Website Primary Primary Operation  |contractual |relevant
Role Organization Registration Contact Contact relationship | experience
with project | material to
(<50 words) | project (<50
words)
Single Freetext | Single Single Free text Freetext | Freetext |[Numeric | Free text Free text
Select* Select™ Select*** (integer)

*Options: Project developer, Register/accounting and tracking registry, Registry with Transaction Functionality,
Infrastructure providers/operators, Government, Multilateral Organizations, Carbon Crediting Program/Stan-
dard Setters, Verification Accreditation Agency, Project owner, Project implementer, Technical consultant, GIS
Advisory, Feasibility study service, Technical document service, Administrative service, Biodiversity advisory,
Political advocacy, MRV data provider, Credit distribution partner, Philanthropic funder, Equity investor, Lend-
er, Carbon streamer/pre-purchaser, Offtaker, Insurance provider, Guarantee provider, Public sector financier,
Other

**Options: For-profit, Global Non-Profit, Local Non-Profit, Government, University or academic institution, Oth-
er

**Options: ISO 3166-1 alpha-3 country code, in line with the Carbon Data Open Protocol’s recommendations

24. Use the following table to showcase the project developer’s experience with developing other carbon
credit projects that are relevant to the specific procurement request.
Table

Project Developer Experience
Use the table below to capture experience with more than one project type, registry, or location as is material
and relevant to the procurement request.

Total Number of Projects Project Associated Project Relevant links or

Developed types Registries Countries documentation

Free text (integer) Multi Multi Select** Multi Select*** Free text / File Upload
Select*

*Options: We recommend codifying project types in line with CDOP’s published enumerated answer choices
for ‘project type’, alongside an ‘other’ option.

*Options: We recommend codifying project types in line with CDOP’s published enumerated answer choices
for ‘registry’, alongside an ‘other’ option.

**Options: We recommend codifying project types in line with CDOP’s published enumerated answer choices
for ‘Country Name English Short Name’ alongside an ‘other’ option.
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Procurement Stage 2: Project Diligence

Legal and Reputational Disclosure

Relevance and Use

This section provides information on the legal standing, organizational history, and reputational risk profile of the
entities responsible for developing and implementing the project. It includes disclosures related to ownership
structure, legal and regulatory matters, prior contractual performance, financial distress, and any publicly
reported issues that may be relevant to project execution, stakeholder confidence, or the long-term viability

of the project. These questions are particularly useful for supporting counterparty due diligence, procurement
partnerships, and evaluations of alignment with organizational policies and risk tolerance. Depending on the
project’s characteristics and whether the developer and implementing bodies are well-established, buyers may
choose to supplement this section with additional legal, compliance, human rights, anti-corruption, or sanction-
related due diligence.

Complementary Documents and Uploads

Documentation commonly requested for this category may include permits or regulatory approvals, business
licenses, external project risk assessments, and risk assessments or risk tools completed as part of validation by
a carbon credit standards body.

Standardized Questions and Accompanying Answer Formats

25. Are there any active or threatened actions, litigations, investigations or convictions against the project
owners, project developers, shareholders, or members of the project management team? These
investigations could be related to corruption, forced labor, gender-based violence/harassment, or
other non-compliance with financial, social, or environmental regulations, impacts to local/indigenous
communities, or any other matter that could be reasonably expected to negatively impact your entity or
the project’s reputation.

Single Select
a. Yes
b. No

c. Not Applicable

26. If yes, describe the actions, investigations and/or convictions, alongside the entities or individuals
involved. If issues have been or are being remediated, provide the steps taken to fully address the issues
identified. (<500 words)

Free text

27. Has the project developer or affiliated implementation partners ever been terminated for non-
performance on a contract?

Binary Y/N
a. Yes
b. No
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28. Has the project developer or affiliated implementation partners ever filed or petitioned for bankruptcy?

Binary Y/N
a. Yes
b. No

29. Describe any relevant negative press that the organizations responsible for the implementation of this
project, or the project itself has received. Disclose any citations and/or links to articles if available. (<200
words)

Free text

Land Tenure and Ownership

Relevance and Use

This section provides information on the project’s land tenure arrangements, carbon rights, land access
strategy, and permitting status. It includes details on the ownership and control of project lands, the legal
basis for land and carbon rights, contractual arrangements with landowners or land users, and the permissions
required to develop, operate, and scale the project. It also includes information on local communities and
Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities (IPLCs) and the accompanying status of Free, Prior, and Informed
Consent (FPIC). Buyers can use this information to assess the security and durability of the project’s land and
carbon rights, identify potential risks related to land tenure, ownership disputes, or permitting requirements,
and evaluate the project’s readiness for implementation and long-term operation. These questions are
particularly relevant for projects that rely on long-term access to land or natural resources. Buyers may choose
to supplement this section with additional due diligence where projects operate across complex land tenure
systems, involve customary or Indigenous land rights, or depend on large numbers of participating landowners
or land users.

Complementary Documents and Uploads

Documentation commonly requested for this category may include land management plans, land rights
documentation, property ownership records, concessions, easements, leases, use rights, carbon rights
contracts, title documentation, or materials demonstrating legal control of project areas.

Standardized Questions and Accompanying Answer Formats

30. Describe the carbon rights of the project area. Include how the project addresses customary
and statutory land rights, and identify precedents within the same or nearby jurisdictions, if possible.
(<500 words)
Free text

31. Describe your land/site selection strategy and the ultimate owner(s) of the land involved (e.g. acquisition
or leases from individual private landowners, collective landowners, or public concession model, etc.) as
applicable. (<500 words)

Free text
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32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

What is the project’s status in securing land access/project siting? Select the option that is most
applicable.
Single Select Dropdown List
a. Contract(s) signed for all of the planned project area
Contract(s) signed for some of the planned project area
Contract(s) in negotiation for all of the planned project area
Contract(s) in negotiation for some of the planned project area
Verbal discussions underway for some or all of the planned project area
Landowner/siting agreements not yet in negotiations
Other

@ ~0ao00o

Can you confirm that all the land ownership associated with the project is granted under statute,
regulation, or decree by a competent authority of the country in which your project is being developed?
Single select

a. Yes

b. No

c. Not Applicable

What permits or other forms of formal permission (e.g., from regulatory agencies) do you require, if any,
to engage in the implementation of your project? What else might be required in the future as you scale?
(<500 words)

Free text

If Indigenous communities are impacted by the project, describe which communities and their location
relative to the project, and explain what steps the project has taken to conform with the UN Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and ILO’s Convention 169 on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples. If no
Indigenous communities are impacted or involved in the project, indicate N/A. (<500 words)

Free text

Do you have written agreements in place in which participating indigenous peoples and local
communities (IPLCs) give free, prior and informed consent (FPIC) for their enrollment in the project?

Single Select
a. Yes
b. No

c. Not Applicable

Template for Carbon Credit Procurement /1



Socio-Environmental Impacts and Indicators

Relevance and Use

This section provides information on the project’s socio-environmental context, anticipated impacts, and
approach to identifying, monitoring, and managing risks and outcomes. It includes information around
stakeholder mapping details, social and environmental risk assessments, impact monitoring frameworks,
grievance mechanisms, ecosystem characteristics, climate-related vulnerabilities, resource use, waste
management, and other environmental safeguards. It also seeks information on the project’s alignment with
broader sustainable development objectives, including the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Buyers
can use this information to assess how the project identifies and manages potential social and environmental
risks, contributes to positive outcomes beyond carbon, and monitors its impacts over time. These questions
are particularly relevant for projects that interact directly with local communities, natural ecosystems, or shared
resources, including nature-based, agriculture, forestry, blue carbon, and other land-use projects — but have
been emphasized across the market by leading buyers. Depending on the project’s scale, geography, and risk
profile, buyers may choose to supplement this section with additional due diligence related to biodiversity,
human rights, environmental and social safeguards, climate resilience, resource use, or community impacts.

Complementary Documents and Uploads

Documentation commonly requested for this category may include the stakeholder and community engagement
plan, stakeholder engagement documentation, documentation of stakeholder consultation processes with
beneficiaries including FPIC where applicable, supporting materials such as beneficiary agreements, summaries,
consultation outcomes, or evidence of consent, and any social and environmental impact assessments or ESG
reports.

Standardized Questions and Accompanying Answer Formats

37. Is stakeholder mapping for the project conducted in-house, by external consultants, by independent
advisors, or through a combination of these methods? (<20 words)
Free text

38. Tell us about who lives in and around the project area, including potential marginalized communities,
migration trends, IPLCs in or near the project area, or rural or urban communities that could be positively
or negatively affected by the project. (<500 words)

Free text

39. Describe any local social or environmental risks the project faces. For each identified risk, describe
potential impacts on the identified groups above and outline mitigation strategies you would take to
reduce or manage the risk. (Examples of risks include altering stakeholders’ rights to food, housing,
education, etc., perpetuating unequal power dynamics, habitat fragmentation due to project
infrastructure, changes to water flow or quality, changes to soil conditions, or other attributes surfaced
by the projects risk assessment process.) (<200 words)

Free text
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40. How did you determine which socio-environmental outcomes are most important for the project to
achieve or protect? Describe any methodology or framework you use or plan to use to select these
outcomes and explain how they address the project’s identified social and environmental risks. (<500
words)

Free text

41. Describe how you will monitor socio-environmental outcomes, including data collection methods,
frequency, responsibilities, and any third-party verification where applicable. (<500 words)
Free text

42. Select which Sustainable Development Goal (SDGs) the project works to address.
Multi Select Dropdown
a. 1. No Poverty
2. Zero Hunger
3. Good Health and Well Being
4. Quality Educations
5. Gender Equality
6. Clean Water and Sanitation
7. Affordable and Clean Energy
8. Decent Work and Economic Growth
9. Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure
10. Reduced Inequalities
11. Sustainable Cities and Communities
12. Responsible Consumption and Production
m. 13. Climate Action
n. 14. Life Below Water
o. 15. Life on Land
P
q
r.

SQ@ "0 ao00T

— x T -

16. Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions
17. Partnership for the Goals
18. Not Applicable

43. Does the project have a procedure or policy to address disputes or grievances? If so, detail your
procedure and any grievances reported to date. (<200 words)
Free text

44, Using the IUCN’s Global Ecosystem Typology, list the ecoregion(s) or ecosystem(s) the project is located
in. (<50 words)
Free text

45. Describe the water/land/energy/other natural resource needs of the project in the first few years, and
describe how these resource needs may evolve in the coming decade. Example descriptions may
include kWh, gallons of water, or hectares per ton of carbon sequestered, depending on the type of
project. (<500 words)

Free text
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46. Describe any waste streams, residual materials, or by-products associated with project activities, and
how the project will manage these wastes to minimize health and environmental risks. Additionally,
identify any other potential health and/or environmental risks and the mitigation strategies for each.
(<200 words)

Free text

Procurement Stage 3: Financial and Commercial Review

Project Financials

Relevance and Use

This section provides information on the project’s financial structure, funding sources, revenue model, and
commercial development status. It includes disclosures related to project financing, sources of capital, additional
revenue streams beyond carbon credits, de-risking instruments, offtake agreements, key development and
financing milestones, and the project’s overall financial position. Buyers can use this information to assess the
project’s financial viability, funding maturity, and ability to achieve planned implementation and credit delivery
objectives. These questions are particularly useful for understanding the extent to which a project depends on
carbon credit revenues, the diversity and stability of its funding sources, and the financial risks that could affect
project execution, scalability, or long-term operation. While relevant across project types, this section may be
especially valuable for capital-intensive projects, early-stage developments, first-of-a-kind technologies, and
projects seeking substantial upfront investment prior to credit issuance. Depending on the project’s financing
structure and stage of development, buyers may choose to supplement this section with additional financial,
commercial, or investment due diligence depending on their risk tolerances.

Complementary Documents and Uploads

Documentation commonly requested for this category may include the project’s financial model and budget,
including information on project revenue sources, major cost sources, financing structure, financial viability, and
carbon revenue dependence.

Standardized Questions and Accompanying Answer Formats

47. What types of revenue streams, if any, are planned for your project in addition to carbon credits? Select
all that apply and explain each item’s role in the project’s financial model.
Table

Additional Revenue Streams
Add rows as necessary.

Revenue streams Description of revenue stream Estimated contribution to project
(Explain how and why it will occur finances
during the project)

Single Select* Free text Numeric

*Options: Sale of physical products or commodities, Sale of environmental or ecosystem services,
Energy generation or sale, Waste management or processing revenues, Government payments or
subsidies, Tourism / Recreation, Other (please specify), None, the only revenue is from carbon credit
sale
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48. Use the table below to provide details of funding sources for your project’s development, including
secured and planned funding.

Table

Add rows as necessary.

Funding Sources for Project Development

Name of Entity Providing Funding Type Amount Status Additional Notes
Finance Source (USD)
Free text Single Single Free text Single Free text

Select* Select** (integer) Select*™*

* Options: Philanthropic donors, Venture Capital or Private Equity, Public or government funding, Family
Office, Subsidiary or larger organization, Self-funding, Other

** Options: Grant, Equity, Loan, Debt, Other

*** Options: Secured, Identified, In Discussion, Not Secured

49. List any additional de-risking instruments the project has obtained or is in the process of obtaining (i.e.

insurance products, loan guarantees, etc.). (<200 words)
Free text

50. Disclose any offtake agreements or forward sales and their status. (<100 words)
Free text

51. What is the project’s approximate weighted average cost of capital (WACC)? (<50 words)
Free text

52. Provide key project development and financing milestones. Include relevant final investment decision

(FID) milestones. (<500 words)
Free text

53. How long could your entity sustain operations with confirmed sources of funding? (<100 words)
Free text

54. How many credit buyers do you have that are Fortune 100 or Fortune 500 companies, and in which
business sectors? (<20 words)
Free text

Commercial Offer

Relevance and Use

This section provides information on the credits being offered under this proposal, including available volumes,

pricing, delivery timing, and key commercial considerations. It also includes information on potential future
project expansion, cost uncertainty, and any factors that could affect buyer access to the offered credits.

Buyers can use this information to evaluate the commercial attractiveness of the offer, compare proposals, and
assess potential pricing, supply, and delivery risks. These questions are particularly useful during procurement,

contracting, and portfolio construction stages.

Template for Carbon Credit Procurement
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Complementary Documents and Uploads

Documentation commonly requested for this category may include materials related to credit volume
projections, delivery schedule, and offtake terms.

Standardized Questions and Accompanying Answer Formats

55. Use the table below to provide the volume of credits available for delivery under this proposal, and the
project’s maximum expansion potential over time. Clearly distinguish between volumes included in this
offer and additional potential volumes not included. Volumes included in this offer should reflect only the
credits available for contracting under this RFP proposal.

Table

Credits Available For Delivery Under This Proposal
Add rows as necessary.

Vintage Year | Delivery Year | Tons of Removals | Tons of Price per ton | Pricing Validity
(Indicate N/A as Reductions / Period (Days)
applicable) Avoidance

(Indicate N/A as
applicable)
Single Select* | Single Numeric Numeric Numeric Numeric

Select*
*Options: Year values from 2008 - 2060

56. What are the primary drivers contributing to cost uncertainty (e.g., labor rates, material costs, regulatory
timelines, market conditions)? (<200 words)
Free text

57. Are credits that are indicated in the offer potentially subject to buyer seniority? (<20 words)
Free text

Beneficiaries and Benefit Sharing

Relevance and Use

This section provides information on the project’s benefit sharing approach, including the contributions
expected from beneficiaries, the monetary and non-monetary benefits they are expected to receive, how
benefits are allocated, and how the plan was developed. Buyers can use this information to assess whether
benefits are distributed in a transparent, equitable, and verifiable manner, and to understand how the project
engages with affected communities or other stakeholders. These questions are particularly relevant for projects
with community-based participation, shared revenue arrangements, or requirements to distribute proceeds

to landowners, land users, local communities, or government entities. Buyers may choose to supplement this
section with additional due diligence where benefit sharing arrangements are complex, material to project
viability, or subject to evolving legal or policy frameworks.
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Complementary Documents and Uploads

Documentation commonly requested for this category may include the benefits sharing plan or agreement as
well as proof of distributed payments (via electronic payments, transfer receipts, etc.) and example contracts
between the landowners (or tenants) that outline the obligations of participating in the project or program.

Standardized Questions and Accompanying Answer Formats

58. Identify what contributions (i.e., financial resources, time, land/labor inputs, support, etc.) that the project
beneficiaries are expected to contribute to the project. (<200 words)

Free text

59. Fill out the following table to describe both the monetary and non-monetary benefits provided to

beneficiaries, including what they receive from the project and how those benefits are distributed.

Table

Benefit Distribution Details
Add rows as necessary.

Name of Benefit Type Description of | Estimated Form of Expected Duration of
Beneficiary or | (e.g., income, jobs, | Benefit (specific | Monetary Distribution Benefit (e.g., one-time,
Beneficiary cash payments, explanation or Value (e.g., cash, credit, | recurring, project lifetime, X
Group (specific revenue share, concrete example | (if available) transfers, in-kind) years post-project)
recipient(s) product sales, of what will be
receiving the materials, delivered)
benefit) ecosystem

services, etc.)
Free text Free text Free text Numeric Free text Free text

60. Fill out the following table to describe how carbon credit revenue streams are allocated among

beneficiaries. Note: “Percentage Share (%)” refers to the beneficiary’s share of the revenue stream

identified in the “Revenue Stream” column.

Table
Carbon Revenue Allocation
Add rows as necessary.
Name of Revenue Percentage Form of Payment Estimated Monetary
Beneficiary or | Stream (e.g., Share (%) Distribution Structure Value (if available)
Beneficiary carbon credits, (e.g., credits, cash, | (e.g., one-time,
Group forward sales, in-kind) quarterly, annual,
pre-purchase milestone-based)
agreements)
Free text Free text Numeric Free text Free text Numeric
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61. Describe the development of the benefit sharing plan (<500 words), including:
a. How beneficiaries, benefit types, and allocation approaches were determined
b. The consultation and decision-making process with beneficiaries
c. Whether and how beneficiaries have agreed to the plan, and supporting evidence

d. Any relevant existing or emerging regulations on benefit sharing (e.g., revenue sharing
requirements with communities or government)

Free text

62. Does the project have a transparent and verifiable process for allocating unanticipated financial upside
(i.e. revenues resulting from higher-than-expected carbon credit prices or project performance) to local
communities or other stakeholders? Describe the process, decision-making authority, and reporting
arrangements. (<200 words)

Free text
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Appendix: Additional Diligence Questions

These questions are typically used once a project type, credit type, and/or methodology has been identified.
They are designed to complement the main template modules by providing additional diligence questions

that are broadly applicable, while supporting more detailed evaluation of additionality, durability, quantification
uncertainty, leakage, and MRV that require additional scrutiny tailored to a unique project type. These questions
most accurately fit into ‘Procurement Stage: Project Diligence, though buyers may decide how best to slot these
into their process.

Additionality

Relevance and Use

This section provides information on the project’s additionality, policy context, and reliance on carbon finance.
Buyers can use this information to assess the credibility of the project’s additionality claims, the role of carbon
revenue in supporting project viability, and any policy, regulatory, or accounting considerations that may affect
credit eligibility, use, or claims. These questions are particularly useful for evaluating whether the project
depends on carbon finance, whether other revenue streams or public support may affect additionality, and
whether the project is aligned with relevant national climate policies, carbon market frameworks, or Article
6-related requirements. Depending on the project’s characteristics, jurisdictional context, intended credit use,
and applicable standard or methodology, buyers may choose to supplement this section with additional review
of financial additionality, regulatory surplus, host country authorization, corresponding adjustments, baseline
assumptions, or evolving carbon market rules.

Complementary Uploads and Documentation

Documentation commonly requested for this category includes the additionality assessment and any
accompanying additionality tests set forth by the chosen methodology or standard.

Standardized Questions and Accompanying Answer Formats

1. If applicable, describe any government subsidies, grants, regulatory incentives, policies or other relevant
laws or regulations that support or promote activities in the project area. (<500 words) Please include:
a. Type and status (e.g., confirmed/awarded, scheduled, or expected/speculative)
b. Estimated contribution to total project revenue (%)
c. Relevant program details, including any applicable sector-specific programs (e.g., agricultural
subsidies) and
d. Key eligibility requirements
Free text
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2. Briefly describe the key national and/or sub-national policies, regulations, or government frameworks
relevant to the project’s carbon market activity. A comprehensive review of the national carbon market
landscape is not required. (<200 words) Include:

a. Any policies or regulations that materially affect the project or its eligibility to generate carbon
credits.
The relevant government ministry or public authority, where applicable.
c. A brief explanation of how or if the project aligns with national climate policies or commitments
(e.g., NDCs or national climate strategies).
Free text

3. Has the project sought or obtained host country authorization?
Single Select Dropdown

a. Yes — obtained
b. Yes- pending
c. Planned

d. No

e.

Not Applicable

4. What is the intended use of the credits?
Multiple Select Dropdown
Voluntary Carbon Market Claims
NDC Achievement
Article 6 Authorized Transfer
Other international mitigation purpose (i.e. CORSIA, etc.)
Other (Specify)

®aop oo

5. Are corresponding adjustments expected or necessary?
Single Select
a. Yes
b. No
c. Not yet determined
d. Not applicable

6. How does the project plan to manage methodology updates, baseline reassessments, and changes in
crediting rules? (<200 words)
Free Text

7. Please describe how and why the project may be able to continue in the absence of carbon credit sales.
If the project includes other revenue streams, please explain how carbon revenue is required to make
the project viable. (<500 words)

Free text
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Durability and Permanence

Relevance and Use

This section provides information on the project’s durability and permanence profile, including the risks that
could affect the continued storage or mitigation of credited emissions over time. Buyers can use this information
to assess the likelihood that credited climate benefits will persist over the claimed durability period and to
understand how the project allocates responsibility for potential reversals. Depending on the project’s activity
type, storage pathway, guarantee term, methodology, and risk profile, buyers may choose to supplement this
section with additional review of reversal modeling, monitoring plans, insurance arrangements, legal protections,
land tenure or use restrictions, buffer pool adequacy, or long-term stewardship obligations.

Complementary Documents and Uploads

Documentation commonly requested for this category may include the non-permanence assessment and
assumptions, durability/reversal risk analysis, required buffer pool contributions, insurance offerings, or other
contingencies as set by the chosen methodology and/or standard.

Standardized Questions and Accompanying Answer Formats

8. What durability risks does your project face and how are they expected to change over time? Include
physical risks (e.g. leakage, decomposition and decay, damage, reversal etc.), socioeconomic risks
(e.g. mismanagement of storage, decision to consume or combust derived products, etc.), and outline
any fundamental uncertainties about the underlying technological, geochemical or biological process.
(<500 words)

Free Text

9. What is the project durability guarantee term (years)? This is the number of years for which you will
guarantee to our team that the carbon remains sequestered and will offer compensation for any reversal.
(<50 words)

Free text

10. Has a non-permanence discount been applied? If yes, what is the rate as a percentage of estimated
emissions reductions? (<50 words)
Free text

11. Briefly explain the project durability guarantee: who is liable to remediate or compensate for reversals?
In what form will you provide compensation (e.g., project-level or registry-level buffer pools, monetary
permanence reserves, horizontal stacking, clawback provisions, risk-of-reversal discounts in original
crediting, or other compensatory mechanisms)? (<500 words)

a. Specify any differences in proposed compensation between intentional/avoidable reversals and
unintentional/unavoidable reversals.

b. If your proposed compensation includes a buffer pool, specify (1) the percentage of project removal
metric tons and annual volume that will be contributed to the buffer pool, and (2) the current volume
and composition of this pool. Specify if the buffer pool includes both removal and avoidance credits.
Free text
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12. If relevant, how will the project ensure that sequestered CO2e remains durable after the end of
the crediting period? Describe the mechanisms that incentivize CO2e storage beyond this period, such
as legal protections (e.g., conservation easements) or non-carbon economic incentives for landholders
(e.g., whether land is legally protected or whether landholders have ongoing non-carbon incentives to
maintain the intervention), or any other measures that support long-term permanence. (<500 words)
Free text

Quantification Uncertainty

Relevance and Use

This section provides information on how the project quantifies emissions reductions or removals and how
uncertainty is assessed. It includes disclosures related to the project’s quantification approach, sources of
uncertainty, uncertainty level, and use of pilot or locally collected data to validate estimated outcomes. These
questions are especially relevant for projects that rely on modeling, emission factors, remote sensing, biological
growth rates, soil or biomass measurements, technology performance assumptions, or site-specific operating
data. Depending on the project type and methodology, buyers may choose to supplement this section

with additional review of model inputs, measurement protocols, sampling design, uncertainty deductions, or
sensitivity analyses.

Complementary Documentation and Uploads

Documentation commonly requested for this category may include baseline data and assumptions, ex-ante
credit projections and underlying assumptions / allometric equations, baselining data and procedures, carbon
removal/emissions projections, a third-party life cycle assessment (LCA) or completed lifecycle emissions
intake form (LEIF), and any additional documents outlined by the chosen methodology, including supporting
calculations and model documentation.

Standardized Questions and Accompanying Answer Formats

13. Has an uncertainty assessment been completed? If yes, what is the resulting uncertainty level as a
percentage of estimated emissions reductions/removals? (<50 words).
Free Text

14. What is the project’s primary emissions quantification approach?
Multiple Select

Direct Measurement

Measurement and Modeling

Modeling only

Emission factors or default values

Remote Sensing or Satellite Imagery

Other (Specify)

000 T o

15. What are your project’s sources of uncertainty? (<500 words)
Free text
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16. Has the project used pilot and/or locally collected data to validate the estimated project emissions or
removals?
Binary Y/N

Leakage

a. Yes
b. No

Relevance and Use

This section provides information on the project’s leakage risks and how they are assessed, managed, and
accounted for. Buyers can use this information to assess whether credited emissions reductions or removals
could be offset by emissions increases or negative impacts elsewhere. These questions are especially relevant
for projects involving biomass, waste streams, land use, avoided conversion, fuel switching, agricultural
production, or other activities that may shift demand, supply, land use, or emissions outside the project
boundary. Depending on the project type and methodology, buyers may choose to supplement this section
with additional review of leakage assumptions, market effects, supply chain impacts, monitoring plans, or
supporting scientific literature.

Complementary Documentation and Uploads

Documentation commonly requested for this category may include information related to the leakage
assessment and assumptions, usually outlined by the chosen methodology.

Standardized Questions and Accompanying Answer Formats

17. Has a leakage discount been applied? If yes, what is the rate as a percentage of estimated emissions
reductions? (<50 words)
Free text

18. Describe risks that could lead to unintended consequences for your proposed biomass, waste, or
byproduct stream (e.g. effects on supply chains, pricing, alternative uses of the waste, etc.) for both
inputs and outputs of the process. For each identified risk, indicate:

a. The geographic scope (local, national, international),

b. The potential impacts,

c. Mitigation strategies for reducing or managing the risk, and

d. Relevant standards or scientific literature used to inform your analysis. (>*500 words)
Free text

19. Please describe how your project addresses leakage beyond any methodology requirements. Include
plans for monitoring and accounting for leakage in design and operations. (>500 words)
Free text
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MRV

Relevance and Use

This section provides information on the project’s monitoring, measurement, reporting, and verification (MMRYV)
approach, including any MMRV practices that exceed methodology requirements. It includes disclosures
related to enhanced monitoring plans, post-crediting monitoring duration, monitoring cadence, and how the
project plans to track outcomes over time. This section will have throughlines with questions included in other
modules of the technical appendix, as these sections are primarily defined by the chosen methodology. Buyers
can use this information to assess the strength, transparency, and durability of the project’s evidence base.
Depending on the project type, methodology, and risk profile, buyers may choose to supplement this section
with additional review of monitoring technologies, data collection protocols, reporting cadence, verification
procedures, data transparency, or post-crediting oversight.

Complementary Documentation and Uploads

Documentation commonly requested for this category may include the monitoring, measurement, reporting, and
verification (MMRYV) plan, as outlined by the methodology, and any accompanying validation/verification reports.

Standardized Questions and Accompanying Answer Formats

20. Please briefly describe any pieces of the project’'s MMRV plan which go above and
beyond methodological requirements. (<500 words)
Free text

21. What is the anticipated duration (in years) of the post-crediting monitoring period? How does the
cadence play out over time (e.g. intensive up front monitoring, phase out over time, etc.)? (<200 words)
Free text
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