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To the Editor:

In a recent editorial wou mazke a
powerful case for halung the reckless
proliferation of reprocessing: plants
that extract plutonium frem spent
nuclear fuel. You rightly stress that
LA.E.A. safeguards are, and will preb-
ably remain, unequal to the task You

" don’t address widespread concern that

-

national safeguards will be ineffectual
or repressive or (probably) both. Yet

. ‘you do perpotuate the dangerous fal
. lacy that “thare is no objeciion to the
- sale of gian: nuclear power reactors

_that produce elactricity” though they

also produce dozens of bombs’ worth

~of plutonium per reactor-year. Any
© country with a power reactor, or a
largish research reactor, can make

atomic bomhs if it wishes,
The way to stop proliferation of

bombs is nct e sell more reactors, but

‘to keep evervena from becoming de-

- pendert on muclear technclogies; not

 other couniries they

fo

- today)

to - continue being a

"
U

her telling
iead a nuclear
fix, but to oifer them wiser counsel,
even therapy, instead, The cute begins
at homs, ¥ improving our own znergy
efficiency (tnus becoming Better off
with far less wetal energy than we use
while we deploy sophisticated
transitional fossil-fue! technologies

- we can buy the fifty years or so that

we need to switch to diverss tech-

" nologies that use energy incoms, such

as sun, wind and organic conversion.

: New studies in several coamtries, in-

cluding some as fuel-poor as Japan

and Denmark, are showing that such

.
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Cure Begins at Home’

a non-nuclear strategy is at least as
quick, cheap and socially practicable
25 the present policy, and probably
much more so. If less fortunate coun-
tries can do it, we can do it too—
with a unique bonus. '

All countries, for at least the next
five or ten years, will continne to rely
on the U.S. for the technical, the eco-
nomic and especially the political
support they need to justify their own
nuclear programs. The domestic politi-
cal base (public and private) to support
nuciear poiver In France, Germany,
Engiand, Japan, even the U.S S.R. has
simply not metastasized yei: witness
the de facto nuciear moratoria in sev-
eral European countries. A principled
decision by the U.S, (1) 1o phass out
its naszent nuclear program and divert
those resources to conservation and
“soft” 1echnologies; (2) 1o help others
to ¢o the same, and (3) to start to
consider nonproliferation, control of
civilian nuclear technelogy and stra--
tegic arms reduction as interrelated
parts of the same problem would, I
believe, be irresistible and offers our
best chance of transcending the hy-
pocrisy that has stalled armss control.

The U.S. can still tumn off nuclear
power virtually everywhere, and thus
iurn on energy and foreign policies
that our grandchildren can live with;
but we must stop passing the buck
before our clients start passing the
bembs. AMORY B. Lovins

London, Jan. 16, 1978
The wriler, a physicist, is British rep-
resentative, Friends of the Earth, Inc.
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